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From: ttalter D. Talbot ,[ i '''-\'

Sub.iect: Community Center for the Deaf

UTAH STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
I4OO UNIVERSITY CLUB BUILDING, I36 EAST SOUIH TEMPLE STREET

SALT TAKE CITY, UTAH 84I I I

WATTER O. TAt3OT. STATE SUPERINT€NOENT OF PUEIIC INSIRUCTION

Schmi tt

During the'last legislative session we introduced a reso'lution cal'ling for
the Siate Board of Education and the State Building Board to study the feasi-
bility and desirability of a Community Center for the Deaf. That resolution
failei. l,le then hopeA that the Legislative Council would assign the study.to
one of its own intei^im conunittees io that preparation could go fortrard in time
for the next legislative session. It now appears that such a study wiii not
be made .

Accordingly, then, I am taking this opportunity to establish our own committee
to make ih! study in the hope-we can have a good plan to recommend to the next
legislature. I ilould like to have you serve on such a cornmittee. in addition,
I im asking that each person named ibove se'lect one additional person from.the
deaf commui'ity to serve on the committee. I would further like Robert Sanderson
to serve as chairman.

Follorving the selection of the additionai committee members would you move right
ahead on i,he stud-v. I would 'like to have a report and recommendation by December l,

-

Thank you.

/bt

l

TERUE WINGEI, Atso(iote Svgnrinrendent
Ofiicc o[ lnrtruclron Soru,cer

EERNARR S. ?URSE, Adminilttotiv. Asirront
ond F:<i:rol Prog:cmr

t
JAY J. CAMP8EL!. AJffiiolc Sgerinlendent
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DON K. RICHARDS, Adminitrrotivc Agirlont
ond Plonoiog

felcphae (801 I 328-5431

VAUGHN t. HALt, A$ciotc 3upcrintcndcnt
Ofiice of Adult. Vocotionol, ond Rehob,litqtron Scrvica:
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C) PREFACE

The concept of a Comprehensive Commr:nity Center for the
Deaf has been around. for many years. Deaf people have been
fnrstrated i.:n their continued search for a "home of thelr
o'wntt by thei-r jxability to artlcu-Late the concept strongly,
to traln t-heir oun lead.ership and galvanize them into
activtty, and. to secure tne-supporf of the general tfheari-rrgtt

communlty.

In the past year, the d,eaf columunity .haq coalesced
behand the concept ani has d.eveloped strong lead'ership cel1s
to push for politlcal support. They belleve that their time
and. opportunity has come.

The leadership of the Utah State Board. of Education,
Offi.ce of the Supeli:r.tend.ent, and that of the Divlsion of
Reha,billtation Services, have recogrrlzed tlris movenent. The
Superlntendent d5-rected- that thls study be mad'e i-n order to
dete:mi.ne whether or not such a Center is feasj-ble -

The Governor of Utah, I{onorable Ca1v1n L. SamFton, also
ha,s elqpressed general support for sueh a Center i-:r a recent
ta]-k to the Utah Association for the Deaf.

l_v



|--) IITTRODUCTION

The Committee felt that its pri-uary ob;'ective shouad be
to d.ete:mine whether the needs of d.eaf people j-:r the communi-ty
were of sufficient grarri-ty and complexity to justify the
support of the Board. of Education for the establisLrment of a
Coilirehenslve Conmr:nity Center for the Deaf . The needs were
ertrliored through d.ireet contact with leaders of the deaf com-
m.1ri.tty, and thiough coJ-1ectl-on of d.ata from various meeti:rgs
of thl-deaf eomr:iity at which brailstorning sessions and'
serious dlscussions of the concept took plBce

The problems of sLze, location, d.esign-, ftrnding, and
operatlorf were not consid'6red i;r any deptl-r because j-t was
f-eft that these were matters more appropriate for speciali-sts
such as architeets and legislative analysts. IIowever, a
strong feeli-ng exists that the d.eaf eommr:nity need.s_ an acces-
sible-locatioi, easily reached. by the multiply-disabled' d'eaf
w[o eannot drli'e and need convenient bus serrice; and d.esi-gn
need.s to be one of nearly total vi.sual. orientation. Several
design considerations are i.:rc1ud.ed. herei-n, as expressed by
d.eaf members of the conmittee"

ftr.e approach used. by the Conmittee in its discussions
fol-lovred thi.s general outllne:

A FeasibilitY StudY lr(ust:

a,. Describe the popr-r-Lation to be served'
b. Defi:ne the needs to be prorided' for
c. Define exj.sti.rrg faci.l-ities and services
d.. Deserj-be how the progra.:u vrill be i-mplemented.

and coord.i.:aated.

a. The population to be served. consists of a potenti-al
78rOOO-hearl-n! 

-lmpalred persons i-n Utah, of whi-ch 1-Or00O-are
esijmaied to 5e deaf fo1 communicatlon purposes. I'Iany of
these people are uqltlply d.isabled. in that they have d'isa-
bilitias fn a6dition to deafness. It shoirld also be pointed
out that since there are no Community Centers'for the Deaf in
the intermountain regi-on, the establishment of such a center
in the Salt Lake arei pr6ba|ty would attract nany more deaf
people sj-rrce it is a characteristic of the deaf population
tfrat it tend.s to gravitate to those cities where senrices,
faci-J.i-ti.es and. other deaf people are to be found."

b. The need.s to be provid.ed. for may be listed quite
briefly in this iltroduction; amplification follows, item by
iteu, in other sections of this report-


