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WALTER D. TALBOT, STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION ‘

June 10, 1975

To: . Harvey Hirschi, Robert Sanderso&{/ggy J. Campbell, Charles Schmitt
From: Walter D. Talbot ,[4'1“4‘

Subject: Community Center for the Deaf

During the last legislative session we introduced a resolution calling for

the State Board of Education and the State Building Board to study the feasi-
bility and desirability of a Community Center for the Deaf. That resolution
failed. We then hoped that the Legislative Council would assign the study to.
one of its own interim committees so that preparation could go forward in time
for the next legislative session. It now appears that such a study will not
be made. . ‘

Accordingly, then, I am taking this opportunity to establish our own committee
to make the study in the hope we can have a good plan to recommend to the next
legislature. I would 1ike to have you serve on such a committee. In addition,
I am asking that each person named above select one additional person from the
deaf community to serve on the committee. I would further Tike Robert Sanderson
to serve as chairman.

Following the selection of the additional committee members would you move right
ahead on the study. I would Tike to have a report and recommendation by December 1,

1975. | — —
M
Thank you.
/bt
5
i ,
LERUE WINGET, Associate Superiatendent JAY J. CAMPBELL, Associate Superintendent VAUGHN L. HALL, Associate Superintendent
Office of Instruction Services Office of Administration and lnstitution Services Office of Adult, Vocationai, and Renabilitation Services
BERNARR S. FURS?, Administrative - Assistant DON K. RICHARDS, Administrative Assistant T. JOE SANDOVAL, Adminustrative Assistant
and Federal Programs and Planning Humaon Relations 7 Multi-Cuitural Education

Telephone (801} 328-5431
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PREFACE

The concept of a Comprehensive Community Center for the
Deaf has been around for many years. Deaf People have been
frustrated in their continued search for a "home of their
own" by their inability to articulate the concept strongly,
to train their own leadership and galvanize them into
activity, and to secure the support of the general "hearing"
community.

In the past year, the deaf community -has coalesced
behind the concept and has developed strong leadership cells
to push for political support. They believe that their time
and opportunity has come.

The leadership of the Utah State Board of Education,
Office of the Superintendent, and that of the Division of
Rehabilitation Services, have recognized this movement. The
Superintendent directed that this study be made in order to
determine whether or not such a Center is feasible.

The Governor of Utah, Honorable Calvin L. Rampton, also

has expressed general support for such a Center in a recent
talk to the Utah Association for the Deaf.
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INTRODUCTION

The Committee felt that its primary objective should be
to determine whether the needs of deaf people in the community
were of sufficient gravity and complexity to justify the
- support of the Board of Education for the establishment of a
Comprehensive Community Center for the Deaf. The needs were
explored through direct contact with leaders of the deaf com-
munity, and through collection of data from various meetings
of the deaf community at which brainstorming sessions and
serious discussions of the concept took place.

The problems of size, location, design, funding, and
operation were not considered in any depth because it was
felt that these were matters more appropriate for specialists
such as architects and legislative analysts., However, a
strong feeling exists that the deaf community needs an acces-
sible location, easily reached by the multiply-disabled deaf
who cannot drive and need convenient bus service; and design
needs to be one of nearly total visual orientation. Several
design considerations are included herein, as expressed by
deaf members of the committee.

The approach used by the Committee in its discussions
followed this general outline:

A Feasibility Study Must:

a. Describe the population to be served

b. Define the needs to be provided for

c. Define existing facilities and services

d. Describe how the program will be implemented
and coordinated

a. The population to be served consists of a potential
78,000 hearing impaired persons in Utah, of which 10,000 are
estimated to be deaf for communication purposes. Many of
these people are multiply disabled in that they have disa-
bilities in addition to deafness. It should also be pointed
out that since there are no Community Centers for the Deaf in
the intermountain region, the establishment of such a center
in the Salt Lake area probably would attract many more deaf
people since it is a characteristic of the deaf population
that it tends to gravitate to those cities where services,
facilities and other deaf people are to be found.

b. The needs to be provided for may be listed quite

briefly in this introduction; amplification follows, item by
item, in other sections of this report.
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