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Max W. Woodbury was born on June 13, 1877 in St. George, Utah. Robert W. Tegeder,
at one time the superintendent of Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind and an author, noted in
his “Utah Loses Its Foremost Educator of the Deaf” article published in “The Utah Eagle,” a
name of the paper at the school that during the 1940s, “Max was one of the few educators of the
deaf on the west side of the Rocky Mountains
who was well known on the east side.” While
employed at the Utah School for the Deaf
(USD), Max devotedly served fifty-one years as
president of the Ogden Branch for the Deaf. In
the area of deafness, Max’s accomplishments
were as a principal of the USD and as a spiritual
leader of the Ogden Branch (The Utah Eagle,
January 1974).
C. Roy Cochran, a former USD student
and a long time leader of the Ogden Branch
shared that while Max was a student at the
University of Utah; he began to lose his hearing
and eventually became hard of hearing. One day,
he could not hear his professor’s lecture well; he
had to sit in the front row, which caught his
professor’s attention. The professor
recommended that Max apply for a job at the USD
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(Roy Cochran, personal communication, July 9, 2011). Kenneth L. Kinner, one of the USD
students and also a long time leader of the Ogden Branch, remembers Max wearing his hearing
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aid with wire loop that was placed over the head (Kenneth L. Kinner, personal communication,
July 9, 2011).
Upon graduation, Max began his teaching career on September 1, 1902 at the USD and
his LDS church calling as an assistant superintendent of Sunday School during the same year
where he learned sign language (Ogden Branch for the Deaf Historical Record Book 1941 –
1945; Historical Events and Persons Involved Branch for the Deaf – Compiled February 11,
1992; Roy Cochran, personal communication, July 18, 2011).
In 1907, Max became assistant superintendent of the Sunday school at the Ogden 4th
Ward. In 1911, Max advanced to superintendent of the Sunday school, and Elsie M. Christiansen
(Deaf) to assistant superintendent. In 1912,
Max and Elsie addressed a letter to LDS
Church President Joseph F. Smith, describing
the conditions of the Sunday School for the
Deaf in the Ogden 4th Ward and asking that a
suitable place of worship be erected solely for
the use of the Deaf members (Ogden Branch
for the Deaf Historical Record Book 1941 –
1945).
Another letter followed, containing
the signature of many of the older Deaf
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members who wished for a place to worship
of their own. Additionally, Max and Elsie

made two appointments with the Presidency of the Church in which matters were discussed. The
request was granted (Ogden Branch for the Deaf Historical Record Book 1941 – 1945).
After President Smith dedicated the Ogden Branch for the Deaf, it was organized and
made into an independent branch of the Ogden Stake on February 14, 1917. Max was sustained
as branch president and Elsie as branch clerk and secretary (Ogden Branch for the Deaf
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Historical Record Book 1941 – 1945; Historical Events and Persons Involved Branch for the
Deaf – Compiled February 11, 1992).
While teaching at USD,
Max also supervised 75 boys in
the dormitory. As a teacher,
Max witnessed the
establishment of the Utah
Association of the Deaf on June
10th and 11th, 1909. At the First
Triennial Convention on USD
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campus, he addressed the
audience on the topic, “What Other Associations Have Done for Their Respective States?” and
spoke briefly upon the future of the Utah Association of the Deaf (1909 First Convention
Minutes; UAD Bulletin, Summer 1963).
During the summers, he continued his education at the Utah State Agricultural College
(later renamed Utah State University) and received a Bachelor of Science degree in June 1915
and a Certificate in School Administration at the same school in 1932 (The Utah Eagle, January
1974).
In 1922, Max became a principal of USD, a position he held for 25 years. He had given
the school a period of 45 years of
uninterrupted service. After his
retirement in 1947, he continued
to serve as a part-time and
substitute teacher for five
additional years (The Utah Eagle,
January 1974). On April 28,
1944, the boys’ dormitory
Max W. Woodbury looks at the plaque placed on the wall in the
Boys’ Dormitory in 1944. He was 67 years old at the time
The Utah Eagle, January 1974
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building was named in honor of

Max W. Woodbury, who had served the USD and Deaf community for 42 years. The dormitory
building was formally named “Woodbury
Hall” (Pace, 1946, p. 21). Sadly, this dormitory
building was demolished in the fall of 2012.
Upon Max’s death in 1973, the USD alumni
were grateful that he was memorialized at the
campus of “his school” and they “considered
that building as his campus shrine,” said
Robert W. Tegeder (The Utah Eagle, January
1974).
Max W. Woodbury
The Utah Eagle, January 1974

Robert W. Tegeder emphasized that in

addition to his many duties as an educator and church leader, Max also found time to contribute
to society in general. He was a member of the Home Guard during World War I; he was a charter
member and first president of the Parent-Teacher Association of the Lorin Farr School; he served
as secretary-treasurer of the Utah State Teachers’ Association; and he was chairman of his
party’s political precinct for twenty-five years, during which time he served as delegate to many
state conventions. He was also very active in the Boy Scout movement. Max also served as an
interpreter for the deaf at religious functions, marriages, funerals, in the courtroom and various
other places (The Utah Eagle, January
1974, p. 2).
For 50 years, Max, as the
president gave his humble, faithful
services at the Ogden Branch for the
Deaf. According to the Winter 1967
UAD Bulletin, he is “believed to have
set a record in the Church” serving the
faculty and students of Utah School
for the Deaf and the members of the

Max W. Woodbury, teacher and principal of the
Utah School for the Deaf

deaf community (p.1). Since Max
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became assistant superintendent, superintendent of Sunday School and president of the Ogden
Branch, he had seen many changes in the Branch during his 50 years of services as well as USD
where he served as teacher, houseparent, and principal for 46 years. The Winter 1967 UAD
Bulletin noted that Max “never lost his enthusiasm and faith in the people he has served so well.”
The Deaf members remembered him as “straight and trim of figure, with wavy silver hair, his 90
years rests lightly on his shoulders. His sign language remained steady, clear and forceful. It was
an inspiration to deaf and hearing people (UAD Bulletin,
Winter 1967, p. 1). Looking back in early 1902 when Max
became a teacher at the USD, Fred Chambers,
Superintendent of Sunday School asked him to teach
Sunday School on weekends. He told Superintendent
Chambers that he did not know sign language. Brother
Chambers wouldn’t take “no” for an answer. He accepted
and learned sign language (History of the Ogden Branch).
The members who served under President
Woodbury later became leaders in the Salt Lake Valley
Branch for the Deaf with a membership of 286, the Los
Angeles Branch for the Deaf with 225 members, and a
small new Branch in San Jose, California. At that time,
another branch was planned in Provo, Utah (The Ogden Standard Examiner, February 4, 1967).
A year later at age of 91 (in February 1968), President Woodbury was released from the
position which he had served in for 51 years with a special program at the Sacrament meeting
conducted by a new Stake President Gunn McKay (The Ogden Standard Examiner, February 4,
1967; UAD Bulletin, Winter 1967).
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Max married Kate Forsha on September 10, 1901 and they celebrated their 72nd wedding
anniversary on September 10, 1973. They
had one son, Max S. Woodbury of
Indianapolis, and one daughter, Miriam
Woodbury of Ogden (Like her father, she
served as a teacher at USD for several years
and retired in the 1970s). On December 29,
1973, Max passed away at the age of 96 in
Ogden, Utah (R.W.T., The Utah Eagle,
January 1974). Robert W. Tegeder stated
“Max was the type of educator and person

Kate and Max Woodbury in the living room of
their home, 1974

who could serve well as a model for all

modern day educators and for society in general” and “he was also a champion for deaf people
everywhere” (The Utah Eagle, January 1974).
In 1973 upon Max’s death, Robert W. Tegeder noted that “of those forty-five years, he
[Max] was devoted to the education of the deaf at the Utah
School for the Deaf, the institution that he so ably served with
such a great distinction and devotion as teacher, teachersupervising teacher, and finally as teacher-principal” (The
Utah Eagle, January 1974, p. 1).
Robert W. Tegeder stated Max was a champion for
Deaf people everywhere. Excerpts from some Deaf people
wrote what they remembered about Max for the January 1974
Utah Eagle, as following quotes from the Utah Eagle January
1974 magazine:

Max W. Woodbury
The UAD Bulletin, Winter 1967
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I REMEMBER MAX W. WOODBURY…
“I had known Brother Max W. Woodbury for over fifty years. I
was with him as a student and later as a teacher in the Utah School for the
Deaf as well as the Latter Day Saints Branch for the Deaf. All the deaf
people in Utah looked up to Brother Woodbury as a great man who served
not because a task had been assigned, but one of the desires of his heart.
By the measure he achieved true greatness. He never flinched from what
was right and just and his
values were high”
(R.W.T., The Utah Eagle,
January 1974, p. 1-2).
Kenneth C. Burdett,
Curriculum Coordinator of
the Total Communication
Division, Utah School for
the Deaf
**********
“On behalf of the
Unveiling Ceremony in honor of President Max W.
members of the Branch for
Woodbury. Kenneth L. Kinner (left) and C. Roy Cochran
(right) holding a portrait of Max at Ogden Branch for the
the Deaf, we pay our last
Deaf, 1976
tribute to resident Max W.
Woodbury. We feel deeply
the loss of a fine dedicated teacher and spiritual leader who taught us a philosophy
of life that helps us meet the challenges of this world. The gospel of Jesus Christ,
which he taught us, will make us better men and women and help us to receive
joy and happiness in our lives.
No man that we have known has ever lived a more useful life of service to deaf
people than President Max W. Woodbury. His untiring service in furthering our
education and religion was greatly appreciated. It is our desire and responsibility
to so live that we will ever reflect credit to his sincere efforts. We will never
forget his kindness, fatherly advice and love shown to us. He leaves with us the
memory of his fine leadership and sweet personality. He was a man of superior
courage, one we have loved and respected during the years we have spent
together.”
Ogden LDS Branch for the Deaf
Kenneth L. Kinner, Branch President
C. Roy Cochran, First Counselor
W. Ronald Johnson, Second Counselor
7

Notes
Kenneth L. Kinner, e-mail message to Jodi B. Kinner, July 9, 2011.
Roy Cochran, e-mail message to Jodi B. Kinner, July 9, 2011.
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