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Exeiting Developments 1n Deaf Educationt .
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From March 7 through March 10, I was in San!’ Franmsco attendéng a!
TESOL ; (Teachers: of English :to, Speakers of «Other: Langaagas
.convention. TESOL  has 17 d1fferent, 1‘nt.erest|-agct.10ns,‘-'on
- which is TEDS (Teaching Enghsh to Deaf Stuﬁem:!)a T&xgha,gan

After almost four years' worth of . struggle, dianai State
Schoo'l for the Deaf has recently officially and tru;hfu%ysadgm \
A b111ngua1 and bicultural"” approach -to degfbeguaaﬁw;-.
there is a, difference between officially accepting &pmpf.l@m
truthfully accepting it. Truthfully accepting somet.hmgm s th
the idea is actually implemented.) Let me now explain b;s'lgfﬂxgm 3%
this approach generally means. It means that students in. pre-SChod
-through elementary through high _scheoal classes wi k]tybﬁ '
~_both ASL and English. This. means ASI.; will. be, more
: off1c1a11y recognized as .the child’ first 1amuagp,,=,,,1t3+¢,ush
recognized as the more appropriate. language ‘to.use as. a:mode
~communication in class. This means that instruction in cla ,_aam“;.
| as science, social studies and math will. boanresom;ed,,agr; ~
| means Enghsh will be taught through reading and:wni mgq;‘
| through 1nadequate s1gn systems. This means teachere W
Jtheir voices while signing, thus increasing the understan
" of their sign language. This means more Deaf. taaqher&andg,
. aides in the classroom. . This means .speech.and ] lipreading wi. -
_taught in a separate class, notuas a componantdgff@am,,gm
.offered during the .day. This ‘means. a change .in sthe whoile QO
system and philosophy.  This . involves ~educating: ;;thq “par: b: L
teachers, adm1mstrat1on, and other peop‘le mvolved -th

It means more study of "Deaf mmnerlems' wh':chmare cruc!lnhet
Rtk de\gelopmg good relationships between teacher and:students (I w#h
f-'~,‘ be submitting an article on eye: gaze 'laten that wikl Ycl rity-wh

.1 mean by "Deaf mannemsms ‘i FbYo0-ga han X

The two people. (one Deaf. - Davad Reyno]ds and onenheaaimg i
Titus) instrumental in getting this program going-at Indiana.we
at the TESOL convention, and I listened to the story. of: thei
struggle at least four times. Each time, I was inspired. These. two "
people put their jobs at risk while.fighting to getg»t.hmmpropoaa'l T
truthfully accepted. They gave up a.lot of their t1memaﬂd1 '
through a 1ot of confrontat)ons...l d like to list ‘the szepe;;sbhe

Now movement went through)
: 1 5 r H & .v~‘ "

First, they empownred themse]vee. It.all started durmg the £a)1 of Ko

1986 in.a "Communications Committee” which was set-up to: estabHsh >






L PER I B e

i Sk X

;written for a grant to implement a three=year
program at Fremont. He was concerned what the
~ the grant didn’t go through as hoped. Having
Bay area was too great an opportunity to be. wast.
~quickly called. Despite the last minute arrang
people met on a Saturday night to listen to them5
of the meeting, a committee was set up to
possibility of implementing the change with1n tﬁb

the questions that I am sure has poppad_
- article. To do so would involve a whola;f
ij111 be glad to write follow-up art1c1es

educational program. It will be great to 833 ﬁ 5 dp
Utah. L o



